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Safety and Disaster preparedness to be given more attention in schools’ curriculum 

The curriculum developer has been given the mandate to ensure disaster preparedness is well 

catered for in the ongoing curriculum reforms. 

This follows the signing into law of the Kenya Institute of Curriculum Development 

(Amendment) Bill, 2019 that had been sponsored in Parliament by Turkana Woman 

Representative Joyce Emanikor. 

The new law that President Kenyatta signed on Thursday, mandates KICD to incorporate 

personal safety and psychosocial skills training in the curricula for basic and tertiary institutions. 

The overall objective of the Act is to enhance the country’s disaster preparedness and reduce 

disaster risks especially in learning institutions. 

The law requires that the curriculum provides learners with education on safety, particularly on 

how to sense danger and take appropriate measures to stay safe as well as evacuation procedures 

and first aid basics. 

KICD Acting CEO, Dr Joel Mabonga said the law is timely as it creates an opportunity for those 

charged with improving the curriculum delivery methods, to ensure it responds to emerging 

realities of life. 

“We shall implement the law, as passed by Parliament and sanctioned by the President in line 

with the Competency Based Curriculum (CBC),” Dr Mabonga said at KICD. 

The country has faced various forms of disasters which include floods, fires, droughts and 

terrorism threats that have not spared even schools. 



Some of them could have been averted if the right values and preventive measures were 

integrated in the learning process, early enough.  

“Safety measures and disaster preparedness in schools and other learning institutions cannot be 

wished away if we have to minimize the threat of damage to property and loss of life,” Dr 

Mabonga said.  

In the event of a disaster, safety of children, teachers and staff members would be guaranteed if 

learners and teachers are well versed with the basic disaster response measures. 

He observed that responding to learners with psychological or emotional problems as quickly as 

possible, prevents the situation from getting worse. 

“The curriculum must be able to produce a holistic learner not one who considers success to be 

only about being a star academically.   

Values are important. High scores in national examinations or being able to do things right is not 

enough if one doesn’t have the right attitude,” Dr Mabonga said. 

The law, he noted resonates well the CBC, which advocates for incorporation of Pertinent and 

Contemporary Issues (PCIs) into teaching and learning, to ensure education is relevant to the 

needs of society.  

“It is important that these challenges are addressed. Life skills and citizenship occupy a central 

position in the new curriculum as we strive to churn out reliable citizens,” Dr Mabonga said. 

Dr Mabonga clarified that the architects of the curriculum always prioritize the interests of the 

learner at every level of education. 

Children just like adults, he observed, face challenges owing to the legal, technological, social, 

cultural and economic dynamics in society. 

Ends……. 

 

 

 


